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S there are, befides what I have al? 
[ ready remarked, ſeveral Parts of Mr. 
i Voltaize's Phylical and Metaphyfical Doe- 
trines. which are irreconcilable with my 
own * (though upon the whole I think 
the World exceedingly indebted to him) 
A few Comments ou them which, al- 
though intimately conneQed with the pre- 
ceding Tract, might have yet interrupted 
the Thread of it, may not improperly _ 
a Poſtſcript, be now annexed. + 
I ſhall obſerve little Order in 8 
diſpoſal, but ſet them down in the de- 
tached Manner they have occurred. And. 

| | though 


{ 4) 


though 1 find, the Commentary on Mal- 
lebranche, one of the Papers I haye, in 
Part, differed from, to be in fad, written 
by Abbe Tilladet, yet, as the fame Senti- 
ments recur in ſome Shape, and often in 
the very Identical Words, throughout 
every Volume of Mr. Voltaire's Philo- 
ſophical Works, I have the leſs ſcrupled 
to conſider him as, at leaſt their adoptive 
Owner. kt 
That the extream Caution of the Aca- 
demics is, in general, highly laudable, no 
true Lover of Science will denie : I can- 
not therefore wonder that Mr. ' Voltaire 
ſhould have been ſo declared an Enemy 
to mere Syſtem and Hypotheſis, But, 
as, there are many Truths which, though 
in themſelves undoubted, could yet, never 
have been eſtabliſhed by palpable Experi- 
ment or occular | Demonſtration ; ſurely, 
in every Inſtance where Analogy and fair 
Inference are, likewiſe, the only. poſſible 
Proofs ta be obtained; their admiſſion, 
in ſuch Caſe, can de no juſt Impeach- 
ment of Philoſophical ee And as 
* exlebroted Writer himſelf has, on the 
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ſole 0 of one "ail Toference, 
roundly aſcribed the Origin of | Evil, 
God's inability of creating a more com- 


modious World! He ſhould have been, 


ſurely, more indulgent to the Tranſgreſ- 
ſors againſt this academic Rule. How 
far he was juſtified in a Concluſion ſo 
totally inconſiſtent with every Idea of Ou- 
NfPOTENCE, my preceding Tracts have, I 
truſt, already evinced. _ 

As the ſeventh Section of Memmius's 
ſuppoſed Treatice, is as elegant as it is 
regular and laboured though erroncous, I 
have here tranſcribed it at length _. 

Quelgues þhiloſophes me crient, Dub ft 
eternel, iuſiui, tout- puiſſant, il pouvait done 
difendre au mal eurer dans Jon edifice 
admirable. 

Po ene garde, mes amis, Sil. ta pu, & 0 1 
ne La pas fait, vous le declarez mechant ; vous 


en Jaites notre perſecuteur, . notre e 


& non pas notre Dixu. 


Met clernel Jans doul. Des qual exile le 


quelque etre, il exiſle un etre de toule eler⸗ ä 


nite; ſans quoi le neant donnerait Texiſtente,, 
La nature g eternelle, T intelligence qui 
anime 


LE. 

Tanime ( fl eternielle. Mais d on ſaversnhus- 
du elle e ! ? La nature eft-elle inſinie? 
D ce que | Vinfinie afluel ? Nous ne con- 
naſſſons que des bornes ; it e vraiſemblable 
que la nature a les freunes ; le vuidle en «fl 
une hreve. Si la nature eft limitce, pourquet 
Fintelligence ſupreme ne le  ſerait-elle pas? 
Fourguoi ce Dixu qui ne peut tre que dans 
Ia nature, $etendraut-il plus bin qu” elle? 
Sa puiſſance e/t. tres grande: "Mais gui nous 
4 dit qu elle eft, mfinte, quand ſes/| oworage 
nous montrent le contraire ? Quand la ſeule 
reſſource qui nous relic Pour le diſcuſ er eſt 
d auoue, que /n pouvoir wa pu Hiiompker 
du mal % fgue t moral? Certcs Hine micux 
Padorer born que mechant. f 

© Peul-ttre, dans. la valle machine 4. 141 na- 
ture, le bien'Þa-t-il emporie neceſſatrement fur 
de mal, & ÞEternd artiſan a ee force dans 
ſes. monens en faiſamt encor (malgre tank ds 
meu) ce qu'il j avait de mieux. 

Peut-ttre la, matiere à 416 rebelle a I mall 
gente J, deſpojail les reſſors. e e n 
Nui ſait enin fi le mal qui regne depuis 

tant de ſeecles ne. produira pas un grand Gow 
lans des tems encor plus ä 80 
wraps Helas ! 


— 
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u * Beſides the manifeſt 125 neꝝ of a1 eee 
.a Vacuum muſt limit the Powers of the EITY 
og. the 3 ae ind to which kult, 
- however, no Morta ever aſori ityz Rau d 
he 115 We © api ey ma hylic 
e of a perfect er Vabuun, meh TO 5 
1 al Exiſtencte. N 15 dd 
| hecher, Mr, Polldire was Jha ced by... 
tru mph to be obtained from 1 the De 
Tan Syſtem, or by His juſt Prejudice in Fav 
:of Sir Iſaac Veauton, ſo andy to inſiit an His 
beloved Vacuum, I will not take on me, to dete 
w_ but, that every phyſical Advan age whi 00 
Tap pothbty reſult from the Ad miſſion of it, m 
be equally ieee by Mediums of varied ratefag- 
tion, appears to-me as evident, as that it is, probab] 
the 2054 Fact; biit, ſo determined an Ante. Da? h 
tartiay is. Kits Paltaire, that ( when Newton bale 
bis, Suf icion 7 an univerſally 440 0 
Siet ele aß, pe thaps, to Light and to 
traction) he, with his wever fling; lit (ſuppoſit 
it a temporary Apoſtaey, ] concludes Sm A act axed 
that fame ill-fated Diſpoſition, w 3 could 
en ſo wile and great à Man, ferioufl yFto enen 
the Apocalypſe;>Though;-to:be ein, Lam n 
clear if this 1987 Sarcalm wg £at gt drawn, pon 
art 


m by his fuppoſition that th, b*s Moi 
him Þ e in time nn by Auimaf und Wege 


3 Afimilation...... -. 59 WY. Y 45 1 
Whatever has Exiſt ence, is 2 in 
Degree (ver 'Jubtilized : Whether the Spi þ — 
Spas 90 that 7 Lichnke! Begehen hang 
ernaps ever beyond the Re uma 
80 ect Bot i to any one expoſed to at focat Ra 
Ga concave 'Mirrour, the powerful Activity wi 
Which 1 bun rebounds from its Surface y ill ns fully 


aſcertain, 
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4 gave ain its raterialiy, as the Preſſure r ee 
zurthen will enforce a moſt unequivocal Aſſent to 
that of Central Aitractiusͤ 7 (00S to 
Me do not, pethaps, enough conſider that we are 
vet but at the dawn of phyſical Science: Bac on's 
ntributions, however, highly extolled, were, at 
Helt, only canjectural; and though 4 very few of 
thoſe conjectures among the multitude he has hazy 
zurded, happened to prove fortunate in the Event, 
It is to the ſteady, and indeed giant Strides of a 
Galileo a Huygens and a Newton, that we are actually 
indebted for the having (though ſcarcely above a 
Century) emerged from almoſt total Ignorance, 
on that intereſting Subject. —Far then, from re- 
ſtricting Providence by arrogant Concluſions from 
« ſuppoſed Vacuum, it evidently ' appears by the 
falling of the Feather and Guinea, in the com- 
pleateſt Vacuum which human Wit can deviſe, 
that Motion is in no Degree impeded by the in- 
tetvention of Light. — That the Spirits of Light 
and of Attraction may be porous, is highly pro- 
bable, and as they can both, evidently occupy the 
Pores or Interſtices of Air, ſo may their Pores 
pollibly be occupied by ſome {till more ſubtile 
Spirit, which may yet leave Room for others un- 
known to us: And the whole be ultimately per- 
-vaded and compleatly filled by the Eternal Eſ- 
ſence of the DgrTY when ever he but wills to 
have it ſo; in deſpight of all vacuitous Syſtems, 
or of the Concluſions of Mr. Voltaire. 
That the Freedom of all Motion is proportion- 
ed to the Medium which is the Scene of it, no 
recaſoning Man will -difpate; the Progreſs of an 
Iron Ball propelled by Exploſion from a Cannon, 
though it be ſoon impeded by any Body of Wa- 
ter it may be directed to, yet is its Paſſage through 
20 | : the 


che thinner Medium of Air on the Earth's ; Sur; 
face: ſufficiently; known to every one; on the; £ 
of Etna, it would be. probably..much.encreaſeds 
and ſtill more ſo at the Elevation which our Bal - 
Toons. have already attain ed... 
Upon the.ſame- Principle, that Medium in which 
the Plannets move. (though ſo far from being a 
perfect Vacuum that it ig manifeſtly filled Wik 
the Spirit of Light and of Ateration) is yet. ſupe 
poſed by Newton to be. of ſufficient Tennuity for 
every Purpoſe of their deſtined courſe; although I 
readily grant the latter Spirit is but the Main- 
ſpring, by which Gop actuates the whole aſtoniſh- 
ang Machinery :—Little of it do we know: as yet, 
too little indeed, to juſtify us in any limitation of 
His Powers: Who can but deride the haſty No- 
tion of a Vacuum? From which even the Derry 
ſhould be excluded When he reflects that go 
either Light, Heat, Attraction, or the Electrical 
Fluid, which. are but Spirits of his Creation, nay 
to three of them at once, every ſubſtance Wwhat- 
ever, is at all times permeabe. 
Though the Abhorrence of a Vacuum be an ex- 
ploded and perhaps inaccurate mode of Speech, it 
appears clearly to me, from the Poroſity of every 
known Subſtance, and from the extreme Tennuity 
and Elafticity of Light, Heat, Attraction, and the 
Electric Fluid, (which though the moſt rarified 
Spirits we are acquainted with, are perhaps, far from 
being actually the moſt ſo in Exiſtence,) it appears 
1 ſay, that a Vacuum can no how Naturally take 
Place in any Part reclaimed by the Dir v from 
the Immencity of Space, and once furniſned by 
Him with organized Elements. For, though be- 
tween this Globe and its Sattellite chere is' probably 
one critical Spot where gravitation, to either, _ 


. 


equal; as to = Eiheoikt nes, totally fiſpend- 
755 feſpekting the great Centfal P ſe its 
— Pie remain free as ever, not to mention 
Light and Heat, whoſe Paffage none but He who; 
made them could in any Inſtancè obſtruct.— An- 
nihilate theſe 5. rite, and I have done, but while 
they have Exiſtehce, While they ene den 5 
reſiſtihle and wondrous Agents! To denie th 
Marerility, is Fthink, little better chan to ape 
the Reallity of thoſe Senſegon which their Influen 
and 3 are in Effect ſo palpa ble... 
That what we now know of Phyſics *F DAS 
8 1 nothing to what we ſhall in 4 fe%]- 
a gy 15 3 ig ogy Gy lt 2 0 
at atever Progreſs may be hereafter made 
in this truely boundleſs Purſuit, far from con- 1720 
tracting our Ideas of the Divixir vz cannot dut 
tend to their enlargement, and to ihe clear Con 
firmation of his OUNIPOTENCE, I _ only moſt 
fincerdly think but, that our' mherent'Propenfity; 
and the adaption of our Intellects to ſuch. En- 
quiries, has, i any Inſtances of the Fhænomena 
preſented. to then „ pointedly that End in View; | 
as,” pertiaps' the only true, although eventual Anti- 
Gor againſt ah e ee and Depravity which, f 


the human Paſſions mult have been i½ gener 

obnoxious to, duting. ae imptovident and ei 

conciiating Reigu of nn. . 6 
48851 n 72 — | MS 53133 1084 
WAS evoumons/>41 O tel bus l a6 
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flat! ! "Faibles & malkeureux. humains,. 
cus porter. les memes chaines: que moi; vos 


maux ſont reels ; & je ne vous e Wr. 


par. des peut-etre N 
I will now proceed to Alter from Mr: 


Voltaire in his repeated Objections to De 


Maillet's Arguments in ſupport of an uni- 


verſal Flood: though,” it would be un- 
candid not to add that, as a zealous Al. 
ſerter of Divine Providence, he is, pro- 
bably, right in his Suppoſition reſpecting 


chole extenſive Ri: Iges of Mountain which. 


in many Parts of the Continent, traverſe” 
hundreds of Leagues. Inſtead of being, 
as Maillet aſſerts, the mere Depoſitions of 
teſlacious Fragments, accumulated in per- 
haps a thouland Centuries to ſuch amaz- 
ing heights. They are, ſays Voltaire, the 
mauifellly providential Contrivance of the 
eternal Architect, co-eval with the great 
Fabric of the World, and evidently meant 


as Ribs and Braces to the enormous Shell, 
T jay, that forms the material Part of it; 
and lurely, nothing can more coroborate 
my Idea of the Ear th's Vacuity, Nor, 
were it ſolid to its Centre, would theſe 
Ridges 


* 
* 
Breed tun 


« 
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Ridges be, as Bracts, neceſſary. 'Though 


their importance, as Reſervoirs for Snow 

and Rain, from which, freſh Waters after 
their exhalation from the Sea are, by the 
mediation of Rivers gradually diſperſed 
throughout the habitable Diſſricts of the 
Continent; is ſo clearly manifeſt, that no- 
thing can more atteſt divine Contrivance; 
For Indeed; without theſe Health- impart- 
ing Ridges, down whole furrowed Baſes 
the rapidity of the deſcending Torrent has 
both excavated the River's Bed, and fur- 


niſhed it with never-failing Supplies of 


depurated and ſalutary Waters; One un- 
varied Level muſt (in true Conſiſtency) 
have left no Chaſm for the Ocean; and 
would, at any rate, have cauſed ſuch uni- 


verſally ſtagnant and corrupt Swamps, 


as muſt have, perhaps, totally precluded 
the lubſiltenee of _ terreſtrial ey: 
* 0 


That moſt of he detached 8 


ate the Production of Volcani, is as de- 
monſtiable a Fact, as it is, likewiſe, the 


Opinion of Maillet. But, when Mr. Vol- 
tatre diſputes the marine Origin of many 
Foſſils 


8 


Foſſils deſcribed as ſuch by Maillet, he ig 
certainly in the wrong I wall ſet down 
only two. Inſtances which ate too/notorie 


bus and too. weluminous to be diſputed. 


One of them, is at Bath; where, any 
Man, walking but an Lone | its Euvirons, 
will neceſſarily trample on Specimens. of 
the Cornu Ammonis, of at leaſt one hundred 
pound weight, The other is in the Plains 
of Agrigentum in Sicily, on whoſe Surface 
I: have myſelf obſerved numerous Speci- 


mens of th Clamp Shell, a pair of which 
would, to ſpeak much within Compaſs, 


weigh three hundred Pounds. Nor do 
1 believe that Fiſh to be, at preſent, ; A 
Native of thole Seas. 

The Exiſtence of n enn 


Ridges, likewije, in the Ocean, is a cor- 


Toborating Proof that is Species were not 
Volcani ; and further, that they were 
meant as Strengtheners to the prodigious 
Fabric, for, ſuppoſe the: Oceau dry, the 
World could be no longer habitable, 
and, though theſe be not entire; formed 


by teſtacious Depoſitions, yet I cannot, 


with Mr. Vollaire, ſcout or even dilpute 


the 


* 
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the Opinion of a Deluge, though I would 
preſume it to have been co-eval wich the 


Worlds Faunda tim 291 


Hor Moſes: (who ſcems to have been 
no deep Speculater in Phyſical Reſearches): 
ſhould have been, yet. informed of iti 
when it had” eſcaped the Notice of his 
Predeceſſotr or cotempotary, Sanchonia- 
thon, is nut abſolutely to the Purpoſe, mor, 
would ib:even ground my Opinion, on thei 
far better Authority of Mr. Boulanger's' 
elaborate Compilation of univerlalundient 
Ceremonies relating to the Flo’, 2 

The marine Foſſils dere out tous 
by Maillet. and thoſe we accidentally! 
meet with. ourſelves, are very ſuſſicierit 
Incentives'20 Enquiry, and the Reſult of 
chat Knquiry is, chat, as immenſe Quan- 
tities of Moiſture, are untemittingly ex- 
haling Kom. the Ocean; alchough che ſar 
greateſt part of it be again returned, by 
Rivers which lead to it, vet is, no incons, 
hderable! Partion- a//imitated by vegetable 
and animal Acctetion, Aid 1 in the Every! 


* pernavently, conſolidated. , 
Thar 


T £1 


That Suultance and Spirit are "mutually con- 
vertible 


Twi) 


That this fairly. Plyfical cauſe:will des 
monſtrably account for the Diminutrorof 
the Waters, for the Appearance; of» thoſe 
Mountains which they. muſt conjequently 
Have once touer d, and for the marine Foſ- 
ſils ſa, often; found upon their Suiſace; no 
Man of Candor and Reflection will diſ- 
pute. Panicularly when he adds to this. 
the prodigivus Quantities of Oceanic Wa- 
ter annually aſtimitated and conſolidated 
in the Boncs and Shells of us on natural 
Inhabitants; not to mention Sea Weed; 
and whole Iſlands of Coral in tlie Pacific 
Ocean. The annual diminution of the 
| Earth's! Moiſture by «ef/enulation; Newt 
himſelf admits, together wich its eventual 
Fatality. if not in f Time reſloꝛ ed by the 
MEU) ain e 8 daenſe 


TID c 
vertible has been already proved: and that the 


that, a power or natural proceſs, which ſhould be; 
conſtant y productive of NLO ald bete 


but too ſtrongly militated againit that Degree of 


Permanency generally indiſpeuſille in the matereal: 
ctaſfss of Phyſical ſtones. The preterable ſu 2 


ply by Comets, was therefore PROVIDENTIAL Ir 
ordained. ; _— 4. 
HRA VIE! __ 27178 2 111 4 fo $813 _ 11 #5 e 4 : 
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denſe ock humid Atmoſphere of fome 
ſupervening Comer. 'The irregular Pro- 


grels of theſe enormous Bodies being, as 


ke preſumes, providentially adapted to ſuch 
occalionally neceſſary approaches. 
How far the Summits of the higkeſt 
Mountains, have, or have not been flood- 
ed, could be aſcertained only by the exa- 
mination of them, would their preſent in- 
tenſeneſs of Cold permit it.——There might 
be, perhaps, enough of them originally 
uncovered, to afford footing and Subfil- 
ence ſor the firſt Parents of thoſe numer- 
ous and varied Beings which now people 
the terreſtrial Globe. — That they emerges, 
as ſuppoſed by Maillet, appears by no At. 
gument 'probable, nor indeed, that the 
whole was covered ; for, if che chief cauſe, 
of the Floods reduQion, be aſcribed, as in 
our Days; to the Aſſimilation of terre 
rial Animals and Vegetables; had the 


whole been covered, this means of Reduc- 
tion could not have exiſted. * And though, 
whatever" be conſolidated in the Gens, 
muſt” much encreaſe its immenſe Ridges 
and its bed, yet would but one half of the 

conlolidated 


„ 
conſolidated waters in ths caſe, annually 
lower the Flood, that being nearly the Pro- 

rtion of the ſpecific Gravity between 
al and Water. 

On the above Principle, which, I 4 
| cannot be erroneous, it would be no dif- 
ficult, Undertaking for a phyſical and cal- 
culating Genious, or ſor the joint Labours 
of both, to aſcertain, with ſome Preciſien, 
the annual Diminution of the Sea. And, 
by neceſſary Conſequences, how many 
thoaſand years may have clapſed, ſince 
the Waters were at any given Height. or 
how long they might ſtill, -ſaffice to all the, 
' Purpoſes of their Ordainment.— That 
they are every Century ſome-what ſalter, 
admits of little Doubt. Aud, for che In- 
habitants of the Earth, there can be no 
Need of ſuppoſing them to have emerged, 
even bad the whole, heen, flooded. Un- 
leſs we doubt the Power of the Creator, 
or that, a Continuation of the ſame Ma- 
tives which had occaſioned his peopling 
the Ocean, would ſtill engage him to ur- 
Ih the now uncovercd Parts of 1 it, with 
i A e e RN 
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tu) 
Inhsbitante adapted to "the ee 


were breath. 7 . 
Ages, however, _ all was covered) mulk 


| "ri clapled before that Mots. which Was 
the firſt vegetable production of the 


emerged' Rocks, would be, with theit Sut“ 
faces poudered. and macerated with the 
accidental Wiecks and Fragments of 
aquatic Animals and of decayed Sea- 
Weed; and could have produced Fartt 
fufficient tor: the Reception of lerreſlriai 
Vegetables: Whoſe Growth too, muſt 
huve long preceded tlie Crefitioti of thoſe 
Land Animals they were intended to 


nouriſh. For though (con ſbr mably to phys 
fical' Meceſſity, that is, the apparent Ordi- 


nance of God) the eternal” Oonſtruction 
with the entire though unfiniſlied Fabric 
of choſe Stupendous Orbs' conſtituting the 
planetary? Syſtem, maſt have been all, ty 
the ſume in ſlant formed, ariapged. ard ac 
tuated by one wondrouſly comprehenſive” 
Exertion of OmNT TOTEN E! And that too, 

at the piecile Diſtances from their re 


ſplendeiito [Centre Which their reſpeclive 


4 egg and gravitating Powers fe- 
quired. 


LW) 

juired. Yet might their ſuperficial Detail 
= indeed, our own Globe'manitfeſts}; be 
afterwards . ſubmitted to the, progreſſive, 
although. infallible, Effects of /T'ined 
And to the merely conſequential AIG 
ment of divinely implanted Properties. 
That the human Diviſions of the newly 
ndl Colonies, in whatever various 
Climates of the Emerging World, the 
Deity had planted them, exiſted many 
Centuries in a perfectly Savage ſtate, the 
Report of Travellers (if Aualogy may be 
in this Inſtance truſted) moſt amply teſ- 
üfies. And, as wðe have no very Authens 
tic Documents of human Exiſtance, even 
in ele Eaſt, extending to a remoter Period 
than ten tiouſand Years; it ſeems but fairly 
preſumable, that, if even articulate Speech 
had yet made any Progreſs, neither; 80. 
ciety, or Arts, though of mere Conveni- 
ence could have ill. then: been much ada 
vanced. 55 1 ee 950 6578111 

Ihe next. Objel of my Diſcntion ſrom 
Mr. Voltaire is, that Metaphyficalone which 
in ſome Degree pervades almoſt every 
Article chat he has written un. Nor in- 
. Frey 054 deed, 
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ED © onſideration Abeondengin- 


doereſting, than that Faculty by which 
alone we live, and think and Act: And 
in the Hope of whoſe future! Exiſtence, 
are founded our moſt pleaſing Proſpectsd 
That I may both avoid the tranſcrip- 


tion of ſo: much French, and delivet the 


MNri& Senſe of part of the ſixteenth and 
the entire ſeventeenth Section of Memmins's 


Freatice, in rather ſewer Words than are 


employed by Mr. Voltatre'; I have ꝓre- 


— tranflating of it—* Animals; he 


ſays, have only Faculiies, nor have we 
ought elſe: it would be comique indeed! 
That when a Fly was ſwallowed by a 
Lizard, or a Man by a Crocodile, either of 
them had devoured a Soul !——Inſtead, 
then, of believing the Spirit of this Fly 


| 1 be a portion of the Deity, ſhould we 


not rather {ſuppoſe it a ſimple Faculty, 


— with his Exiſtence in common to 


this Inlect. the Monkey, the Elephant, 
and, 10" 3 10 him! Even to 
_ human Being. 354 6 

The mereſt Boor * * Ane Philo- 
ſopher, * a 3 io che moſt 
ene ingenious 


4 % 1). 


Lagen Animal, I deny it, the Ee. 
phant would, in any Market, outſeſi tent 
Fools. But, granting the Man really ſu- 
perior, what could be inferred from it 7 
But, that he had received more Talents 
en the Deity: Nothing elle ! | 
The Divinity, you fay, may aſter Death, | 
. theſe Gifts, he may annex the 
Faculty of Thought to ſame ſurviving Part 
of us. —Be it fo, I neither affirm, nor do 
I dgnie, for, I can neither prove, nor dif- 
prove. But, it is ſurely, incumbent on 
him who does affirm fo ſtrange a Fact! io 
prove it clearly. And, as no Man yes has 
2 lo, permit me ſlill to doubt. 
When we are reduced to Cinders, what 
will it avail us? That one Atom of thoſe 
Cinders animates ſome Creature with Fa- 
culties like mine. This new Perſonage 
will be no more me, than che Melon or the 
Cabage which may have vegetated upon 
my Grave. To be unequivocally immor- 
tal, my Identical Organs, my Memory, and 
all wy aten ſhould ry tas” 


Mr. Voltaire forgets the — ot a Fools 
becoming Father of a r Wiſe and Virtuous _ 


— — — ́—— 


is 
| 


s. 


Open but the Graves, examine their 

Contents, and truſt me; you will find no 

| [Documents to encourage, even, the. Shaver 
of ſuch an Expectation.“ | 

. To this, which is, at leaſt, plain NS. 

- ing, all we need anſwer, is, that, having 
already given his aſſent to Proofs of meer 
preſumpxion, . howcver: flrong, concerning 
God's Exiſlence. He becomes, in abſolute 
Conſiſtency, bound to accept Preſumption 
of equal Force, in Proof of any Axiom, 

| however. difficult of Phyſical Demonſlra- 

118 tion. which is an inevitable Conſequence 

of that God's Equity, the foremoſt, as he 

| | himſelf aſſetis of his indiſputable Attri- 

Þ butes. And. for, the actual Identity of 

| OE: ee Soul's Exiſtence, 173 would, 

* 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


— SLEW! 


| 9 if eee of the en 
Paſſions which had ſeverally actuated them 
| n their corporeal State, and by a clear 
| Wes of the Memory of paſt Events. 
WH | The Certitude of its Identity i is on the 
| | ſame, Principle retained, in the Minds of 
11'S Freaaleſs Sleepers, notw ithſtanding that 
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# 


19 85 N 1 19 9 
temporary Suſpenſion of its Faculties: 


Nay even the drowned know 1 655 
When revived by the humane. Science ok 


3G TIM ALL 


Hawes, 
Mr. Voltaire is again, clearly i in an Error. 
when he repeatedly aſſerts (as he ſays} 
alter Mr. Locke, that Free- will is conſtitut- 
ed in the actual Power of doing all we 
"with. Had chis been given as' the Defi- 
nition of bodily Freedom, Who could have 
diſputed it? — Free-will on the contrary, 
manifeſtly” conſiſts in the unconſtrained 
Deciſion or Election of ſuch poſſibly attam- 
able Alternatives as are preſented to us. 
That we may be influenced in our Election 
by external Occutreucies, by the Habits of 
our own Temper, or by, our occaſi onal 
Diſpoſitious, is no real Impeachment of 
the Meade of that Election: Thoſe Qua- 
ities of the Mind being ſo much depend- 
ent on our cultivation of it, hat, of twent 
Men, ſcarcely two will be alike affected b 
the fame Accident. The Act of Free-yill, 
as metaphyſically conſidered, is therefore, bat. 
'a Deciſion or Election uninſlutnced by Su- 
; 10 n , Whether exerted on 
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: wat Will or op the immediate Accidenis 
by which it was determined. Io 0116111148 
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gf it were otherwiſe, we could be doe | 
mutrerable for Actions, | then, not our Owns 
All human Merit or Delinquency would 
be. virtually. precluded, and every moral 
Diſtinction at an End I heſe Conclu- 
ſions are, I think; inevitable, nor will any 
Man of Candor appeal from theme 
Though, when the late Dr. Jonſon adopts 
ed Preelwill as the Origin of: Huil, he was 


but little feobble of the very extenſive In- 


fetences it led to, he would elle, Never have 


| 1⁰ un war ily admitted At2c a 4510 815 f fl. od 


How ikt bemeriwabie that ſo truel 


 difcernirig: a Man as Mi. Voltaire ſhould 


bhve laid in the very next Volume, faire 
tout ce qu heut, c eſt exercer % libertek 
Plainement. Dixu @ fat tout ce qu un D1zvu\ 
fonvatt» fame,” Thus lamely do they ex- 
dul pate ile Deity! From Ub! Intentions i in 
tler Permiſſion of Evil. 
IcHobhs (Mr. Follaire 298 in his thirty 
ſixth Volumt) had 'almoſt demonſtrated to 
him that Compaſſion was a Virtur of mere 
3 but, oy at length lound 

his 


{tt} 


his: Error; in the Face of Mei Locken | 


Refutation of innate Ideas (which he yet 
much approves). he proceeds in declating 
it to be mere Inſtinct. Iheſe are his 
Wo ds. Le Senliment de las Hirtu a 616 
mis har la Nature; daus le cæur de home. 
came une antidote--coutre les þorſons dous 1¹ 
devaile tre devore.” i have been as much 
an Advocate for Conſcience as any Man, 
but I make no doubt chat, however pies 
valent it may be, hen unaſlailed by in- 
tereſted Motives. yet muſt Compaſſion, 
and every other Vircue (to have a generally 
beneficial Effect) be, by aſſiduous Cultivas | 
tion, rendered habitual: And that it is in, 
fact, but the Reſult of Reaſon: For; the 
human Race having by Experience: found) 
that Virtue (that is, ſuch kabrtual Inclina- 
tions as might luffice to counter -· at many 
ſelf. intereſted Views, - which had been elſe 
fatal to Society) would bela beneficial 
Check; wilely laſtienred the rigorous and 
early Inculcation of it ; às, pei haps; dhe 
very firſt Bond of their ſocial Engagement. 
And indeed without it, how cou, Society; 
lave ſubhſted ?—So: far is it from being 
"att? a 
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« Halura! Antidote againſt the Evils wi 
which Providerive | is lo rally charged? 


That, when I teflect on our innerem and 


univerfal Fondneſs of Executions and other 
atrocious Sights,” together with the horrid: 
Maſfacres that have ſo often diſgraced Hu- 
manity, when T find that Pity” Ba 8, among | 
Savage Nations, nothing but a barely ſo- 
cial and political Relation: That the Tor- 
ments of à brave and irreproachable; 
Enemy, are even exbibited among them 
as a public Feſtival: And that the Iuſtine- 
tive Tribes, know not Compaſſion, 'Tho?' 

T once, myſelf in ſome Degree admitted 


its Maturul Iiifluence, I cannot, on moræ 
cloſe Reflection, but doubt of its Exiſtence, 


excepting as the mere Refult of Reaſon, 
atid of ſocial Habit, contracted, and that 
imperfeckly. by very early Cultivation.— 
Prejudice an "involuntary' Affection are 
but too often miſtaken for it; Parental 
Fondneſs is intently innate ay firſt, and 
afterwards habitual, '' Theſe however, and 
all 'othet Virtues, far from being leſs actual 
or leſs” meritorious by being conventional 
and 'acquited'; "are for chat very Reaſon, 

W 


ts) 


obyioully entitled to even/enbanſel Eſc. 
mation. The potent Habits ↄf Sacial 5 fy 
tercourſe are ſuch, that, from the very 
Moment our implanted Aytitudes tio Speec 
were actually developed, the 0 e 


mert Mature muſt in ſome Degree have 


ſhortly tollowed.—Shakeſpcar, , who often 
is my Oracle, who was very little known 
to Meſſrs. Hume or Voltaire, and I fear im 
perfectly. even to Fohnſor, who not only. x 
Jpeaks Nature's; Language, but, to uſe his; 
own Expreſſion, $news ther Thoughts, and 
indeed, unveils their inmoſt Motiyes ;, 
who may be fairly ſaid to have croſs-ex=; 
amined her, and traced, her genuine Feel - 
ings through every Diſguile.;, juſtiy makes. 
the undeceived Lear, 1 her to be. 
pluſlicated in all but poor mad Tom, 7 
intended to preſent the trueſt Copy of Her; 
original Vagaries that any, Man 'who.; 
not viſited the mute Savages of, the Lunar 
Mountains could poſſible obtain. own Y off 
For the following Hint, I moſt thank kfyl>. 
ly acknowledge myſelf indebted; to, Mr. 
Vollaire's letters of Memius t Cicera, which. 
of all Me Nn Writings, (if, ahey, 
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5 bie appear to me intended as his Pro- 


ion de Foi. I cannot, however, refleſt 
without Aſtoniſhment, that a Genious ſo 
rol great 2 and good, ſhould have ſo often 
opped or turned aſſide, When on the very 
Verge of the moſt Pleaſing and confolat 
Inſerences. % Du 
That our Ideas have no Means 6f En- 
trance into the Mind, but through the me- 
diation of. the five Senſes, I readily ad- 
mit, büt, when the Lodgement is once 
made, thou; ch we be afterwards deprived 
*of thoſe Se es, yet, ſays Mr. Pollaire, will 
the combined Ie to which they had 
To liberal! adminiſtered, be in no Degree 
Kr y their Abſence. The vigot- 
q us, 12 5 and enlightened Minds of 
Jomer and of Milton, afford two very un- 
Filer although partial” n "ol 
hay K Opſervation. e dn 
ow far Exemption n univerhl 
2 ey, could be compatible with total Loſs 
5 "he ge 1 will not take upon me to de- 
"bu 5 that the reaſoning Intellect can 


1 1 nd even Vigorouſſy exiſt, under 
i a Privati n R the other four Senſes, the 


1 5 ſuper- 


(us) 


is, id by. Alle Tilla 1 and. cen 1 


in 


Mr. Foliaire— The animal, being © ens 
ued with five Senſes ſor his Information 
would God? Contrary to all Preciliop or 
Cconomy,, ſuperfluouſly bx. a little Being 
in his Brain, which, 7 04 inmalerial. 
is yet! Suppoſed to be alfected by the Re- 
Port of thele. Senſes, to decide ! 1 . 

quence, and then, actuate 172 Pa 
khis taking the neareſt Road? 3 
Les, the very Argument Wi hich h,yc 
have yourlglf, ſarpiſhed, me, proves tuf- 
ficientiy that. when, through h the M Me jalion 
of the five, Senſes, my Ideas are once ad- 
mitted, combined, and arjarged; the As- 
cidental Privation of chef 5 0 5 (how * 
ever juſtly to be regretted); is yet, n nger 
fatal to Reflection bat his, Wile by 
 (ingongrugus, as yo my Ppole. 
ſer, then, a very ene 1 in in 
the Human Frame. A 1 150 it is en- 


0 4 by-this very 1 Penang [ We 


LS» 
| clearly to Demonſtrate, what, witlout it, 


- could be but Inferred, viz. That the He- 
cehlion and Combination of that varied In- 
I deelligence communicated by the Senſes, 
could not, conſiſtently with the acknow-- 
ledged Providence of God, be committed 
to tſie very precarious Exiſtence of either o 
theſe Senſes in particular; and that the 
Imagery reſulting from that Intelligence, 
is, in their Abſence; evidently retained by 
its real Receiver, this diſputed. LITTLE 
Brix, in his now unequivocal eee 
of Intellectual Prefident! :. T7641, 
While we perſiſt, obſurdly. to ire 
berceptive Powers, or indeed, whatever poſ- 
ſible Mode of Exiſtence, to Immateriality! 
The Mazes of meiaphyſical Error, will 
obvioufly continue inextricable. Spirit is 
demonſtrably Matter Subtilized, not a. 
nihilated] For, it is even again reducible 
to Matter, Annex but juſt Ideas to it, 
and, having $0METHING then-to reaſon on. 
this Argument, though metapiryical; my | 
be, fairly. put to Iſſue. | 
That the Tenuity of Spirit. is the very 
Reverſe of any impeachment of its Active 
737} Powers, 
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Powers, even palpable Experiment evincest 
And I need ſcarcely add that, ht which” 
als, is adled on — The next "Queſtion is, 
admit, only ſolvable by Inference; is Spirit 
ſuſceptible of intellectual Organiſm? 7 To 
this I ſay; do we acknowledge a Divinity? 
IH ſo, the Spirituality of his Eſſence will be, 
Itruſt, no more en ere 12 Ex- ; 
inner 18 
That the N Nasse thi Divine 
Eſſence can be in any clear Degree con- 
ceivable to crenled Intellect, however freet 
from all corporeal Impediment, is I think 
lite probable. The valt Dif parity would 
ſtill remain, it would be ſtill nile to Ixr1- 
NITE, But, that it rs Spiritual, however it 
be conſtitured, arid, chat all Nature yields 
to its coercive Powers, 1s Ore I 
Anſwer to our Problenmn. 
That a totally impereeacthlk and yet 
highly active Spirit may unblendtaly per- 
vade the human Frame, has been — 4 
proved: — That ſuch a one is abloldtel 
neceſſary to Thought, the occafional de- 
ſertion of the corporeal Senſes clearly 
e one, aualogous (in its im- 


per- 


rr —-AHTꝛ —— * — 5 
- — — — — — — — 2 —— — — * 
— — = — ore 
— po —— . ͤ ˙ ——„-᷑n — — gs 
- 


— 


(28) 


perceptibility)..o the EleAric Spirit, may 
be luſceptible of Intellectual Organllm, is, 


hom the acknowledged Spirituality: of 
God, lufficiently apparent: And, as, we 
are jullified, by many ſair, and plcaſing. In- 
ſerences in che Belief. of a hreſiding human 
Shirit; why may not the above Chain of. 
T think, juſt Coucluſions. be eie as 
Demouſlration, of its Exiſtence. 

hough the Procelles:of Chemitty al- 
ford many {urtprifing Inſtances of the Con- 
vertibiluy of Matter, yet. When we com- 
pare thoſe Changes efteed by che Furs 


_ nace, with, the amazing; ones; of Vegetable 


and Animal Afemilation; the lmpotence of 
human Aft is, pethaps, in no other ſpecu- 
rs Light ſo glazing - When we con- 
ſidet that; the, vegetative Germe is ſcarcely: 
one, hundedih Pat oſ each individual Sced: 
Aud when, ve rellect that the affu milatiue 
Powers of theſe mere Atoms! Cau, in eie | 
relpective Claſſes, increaſe; or convert a 
colour li. and taſteleſs, 4 Liquid: which is 4 
ſole Pabulum of All, into the; Magnitude of 
the; Oak, and the; ſolidity of ihe Ebeny, 
Paint it with. every, Tint Mhich. is relrafiod. 
nige chroughi 


( & ) 


through' the Priſm, and furniſh” it with 
every Laſte or Odor that can'gratify'A pd 
pekite or Seuſuality: M hen we again find 
theſe, alter ſuch Aﬀtoniſhing” Vranſmilit- 
tionsg in their turn retaſſimilated by the 
equally diminitive Germe of Animals, in 


all cheir Changes and Gradations, "tl 


they at length reacli Rationality.” When 
we contemplate ſuch endleſs Wonders, 
khowitig len 'Baſts to be but ont fim ple 
Lympid Element; hall we not tertn Hut 


which wrought tiem, a Gon aSStRTING” 


Fachrwl, id ben H, eee ont eg 
This u hole Poſtſcript being ptoſeſſedly, 
but a Rhaplody; whether PhykcaFor metas 
phvſical;-4 have the lefs"{crtiphelt tö in- 
dulge myſelf in the latter Pärts of it, 48 
they may, (however ' Summary by habt 


4 9 


tuating our Minds and fixing et Attn 


tions to ſuch aſtoniſhins” thbugli teal and 


viſtble Wonders, moie effectuafly famila 
rize them to a Compreheition of that 
reuſaming Spirit" rejected by Mr. Volizire. 


whoſe repugnauce io all admifnion Uf it. 


muſt have been priticipally cauſed By * 


#lcnbing {nmateriality* to every Idea off 


5 A 
a 


Spirit, 


— . — ——ͤ— 


630 


Spirit, by not reflecting on the very Aive 
Powers that even Experiment manifeſts/mn 
various Spirits, though of matereal and 1+ 
- ſtantaneous Drodedtion,: and, on the . 
| vious poſſibility oft Spirit being iutelled- 
1 | wall; organizable by the Dei y. 
1 That the liltle Being which theſe Gen- 
| Sewers! have ſo jocularly ſeated in the 
Brain, has the ſame Residence actually 
allotted io him by the Surkkzu BEING. 
Is, I think, little to be doubted; for, no- 
thing is more demonſlrable chan that the 
Nerves, Which are the acknowledged Con- 
| duits of every Senſe, are however inki- 
| nitly ramified throughout the whole*cor- 
poreab Frame) evidently but continuations 
of the medullary Subſtance, or whiter parts 
of the Cerebrum and Cerelellum: Which, 
having, beſides, no department in the ani- 
mal Economy excepting the ſupply of 
3 nervous fluids,” and perhaps, 1eſtorative 
| | ones during cep. are but the more aptly 
fitted for the ſeat of Thought: To which, 
every Senſe is, from every extremity, al- 
_ | | JR mol ogy Inſtant flying with Intelligence. 
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I moſt cordially atlent io Mr. Voltaire's 
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Sappolition that a preſiding Spivit (admit- 
ting its Exiſtence) may be equally the Lot 
of every Animal Whatever: Nay more, 


That eit Spirit is, by the Divine Giſt of 


Inſtinct or innate. Sagacity, ſo far ſuperior, 
in that it is unerriugly directed to its, Deſ- 


tination; whilſt ours, which are manileſt- 


ly indebted to the five Senſes for their 
Ideas, and to Experience for their Con- 

uct. are, by neceſſary Conſequence, more 
ſubjected to Exror.—I will go yet further 
with Mr. Voltaire. I will admit this Spirit 
to have been an actually conſlituent Part 
of that very Germe, that Atom we have 
ariſen from; — That they have not only 
aſſimilaled and grown up together, but, 


that they are 4 general alike abi to 


one common Diſſolution. 

Does this, however, argue nac Gon 
Bunge of ultimately, ſeperativg che ſpiriwual 
Part of ſuch, as, in the human Shecies, may 
have merited this. Be PallinQzoac; 


8 eee of Rariqnail ah. 
will, are hazardouſly qualified to Merit 
or to Ex: Do the above Conceſſions, in 
201 1 2 | any 


— — Ge eh p 


3e) 
. any ſort prevent the Drrrv's continuing il 

| 

| 

| 


Axiſlence, in an unembaraffed and dap 
future State. —Surely No. 03 
„„ iat A}; Jurowing Human Spirit once 
furniſhed willi Ileas, may, independent of 
corpureai Senfations, be ſulceptible of great 
| Enjoyment ; the Dreams of every tempe- 
rate and. healthy Perſon lin all but one 
| ſenſual Inflance) not only demonſtrate, 
| but further, that, although delufive, they 
| are. as unequivocal and pleaſing as the 
| Reality: — Aud though theſe mental Im- 


= WA 


b 4 ſhould be varied into the moſt. 
extenſive Imagery that Fancy the moſt 
4 [1 poetical could Suggeſt ; yet are they. fo; 
14 totally independent of all foreign Agency 
I whatever, that, an uninterrupted Perpetu- 
| | | | ation of this Faculty, might by the Deity 
0 be extended to Spirit, WERE IT EVEN WITH: 
4] ITS Asnzs ENCLOSED Id rs URN. — That 
j | | this conveys, therefore, to the plaineſt Un- 
Tit erſtanding; one calily conceivable Mode 
future, Exiſtence and Enjoyment, is alone 
4 Reflection by no means unpleaſing : . 
lves it naturally ſuggeſt another far more 
interelling.— That, lince the human Mind 


| 18 1 | | (v hile 
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{yhite its Corporeal Faculties were fü. 
Ipended and a ſleep) was maniſeſtly unable 
to combine, or to reflect on any Ideas, but 
what had entered by the Senſes, or had 
been familiarized/ by Habit and Experi- 
ence; were the ſuruiving Shi iu, to be fubs 
jected to fome analogous Reſtriction, (which 
would be but, adapting its future Enjoy- 
ments, to its preſent Notions of Happi- 
neſs;) and, might we be permitted, by a 
continued Parity of reaſoning. to extend 
this equitable Inference, in # Degrer pro- 
portioned to the generous Motives and uns 
reſtrained Efforts of Ichaginations enlarged 
by Science and by Virtue; whatflattering 
Proſpects and what truely cordial Cons 
ſolation would not this Idea encourage im 
every Votary to theſe reully benefttial 
Perſuiis: Far from che delicive Eujoy- 
ments above alluded to, their Nofiode 
Lucubrations, no longer ſruitleſs Labours x 
Would be, then, in every Senſe — 
rewarded ; and they might juſtly hope fot 
even more exalted Powers of pefſuing. _ 
the true Regions of Knowledge, thoſe Re- 

ſearches they had on Earth delighted in. 
55 What 
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What Mortal more deſerving of ſach a 
Juxurious Deſtination ? Than that very 
Author, who, though ſo extenſively con- 


verſant with the Stupendous Works of the 


| Divinity, and fo laborious a Promulgator 
of univerſally beneficial Doctrines, could 
| E (however effectually he has ſecured 
us earthly Reputation from it) indulge - 
the gloomy one of AnNtuiLatiON. Peace 
be, however, to aVoltazre's illuſtrious Alhes, 
—his inveſtigating Spirit is by this Time, 
pleaſingly undeceived; and is perhaps 
atlually tiaveiſing the Renting of Science 
with the cougenial Spirits of thoſe Trajan 8, 
Antonine s, Julians, Loches and Newton's, 
which were here, the virtuous Objects ol 
his almoſt Idolatrous Celebration. 
Fer quos, nunquam jurare pudebil. 
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